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Abstract

This research examines the social semiotics of the hero characters in
four novels by Ali Ahmed Bakathir: The Red Revolutionary, The Handsome
Warrior, The Biography of the Brave, and Oh Islam! The study employs a se-
miotic approach to analyze the social dimensions and symbolic connotations
of the hero character in these novels, exploring how Bakathir utilized these
characters to express his intellectual and social vision. The research begins
with a theoretical framework that defines the concepts of social semiotics
and explains the semiotic approach to analyzing literary texts, particularly fo-
cusing on character analysis. It then provides a brief overview of Ali Ahmed
Bakathir’s life and literary works, highlighting his contribution to the Arabic
novel and his intellectual and artistic vision. The applied study analyzes the
hero character in each of the four novels, examining the historical and so-
cial context, the construction and connotations of the character, the semiotic
symbols and signs, the ideological dimension, and the relationship between
the hero and society or authority. The analysis reveals that Bakathir’s hero
characters carry multiple social semiotic connotations that reflect the social,
political, and religious conflicts in society. The comparative study between
the hero characters in the four novels shows similarities and differences in
their social origins, internal conflicts, relationship with authority, motivations
and goals, final destinies, and religious dimensions. It also traces the devel-
opment of Bakathir’s vision of the hero character across his novels, from the
problematic hero in The Red Revolutionary to the epic hero in Oh Islam! The
study concludes that the hero characters in Bakathir’s novels share common
social dimensions, including class, familial, political, and religious dimen-
sions, and carry common and different semiotic meanings. It also highlights
Bakathir’s unique employment of the social semiotic of the hero character,
which is characterized by linking the past with the present, the symbolic use
of historical figures, focusing on internal conflict, connecting the individual

with the collective, and the ideological employment of the characters.

Keywords: Ali Ahmed Bakathir, Semiotics, Social Life, Bakathir’s Nov-
els, Smiotic Approach.
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